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Death of a Salesman - Theme Tracking Assignment

In groups, you will examine the play through the lens of one of the following themes. This is exactly like the task you completed when reading A Long Way Gone or The Bite of the Mango. After each reading in class, you will have an opportunity to discuss with your group how the theme you are tracking was evident, revealed or suggested. Listed below are some questions that you may consider. 
1. Hope: What are the effects of hope on Willy and his family? Are the hopes realistic? How is hope linked to identity? 

2. Freedom : What does freedom mean for the characters in the play? When do they feel the most free? When do they feel the most confined?

3. Family Relationships /Family Values: How do the members of this family interact?  What are the expectations they have for one another? What are their relationships like? Are they healthy? What are the values of this family?

4. American Dream: What image of the American dream is portrayed? Where do these goals come from? What are the setbacks? Who attains their American dream? Who doesn’t? What is the difference?

5. Nostalgia/Memory: What memories do Willy, Linda, and Biff seem to be most nostalgic for? Which memories seem most unbelievable? What has been the impact of time on the characters? 

How to track your theme:

Passages/quotes – In this section you must record a significant passage or quote from the text that captures the essence of the theme

Speaker – Identify the speaker of the narrative or the dialogue

Context – Explain what is happening in the plot before, during, and after your passage/quote.

Significance – Explain the importance of your passage/quote.  What makes it significant to the development of the theme, the plot, the character?

Connection to the world – Explain the universality of this quote.  What makes this theme relevant to anyone, anywhere in the world?
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